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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INSE-00 SSO-OO /006 W 

115073 150745Z/10 

O P 150705Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7464 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE PRIORITY 
US MISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 550 
AMCONSUL SURABAYA PRIORITY 

UNCLAS JAKARTA 3385 


Message Text 


EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD "BEN NGHE" 


1 . ISS REP AND AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HAVE BOTH RECEIVED REPORTS 
THAT BOAT NAMED "BEN NGHE" UNSG 1028 ADC, IN TANJUNG 

PRIOR (JAKARTA'S PORT) WITH 108 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD. 

NEITHER WE NOR THE AUSTRALIANS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO REACH ANY INDONE- 
SIAN AUTHORITY THAT WILL CONFIRM REPORT). 

2. STORY AS BEING PIECED TOGETHER FROM AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
KUALA LUMPUR CABLES INFOED TO JAKARTA, AND BY ISS REP 
TALKS WITH OTHER REFUGEES HERE, IS THAT BOAT 

ARRIVED PULAU TENGAH (MALAYSIA) WITH APPROXIMATELY 75 
VIETNAMESE, WHERE 55 DISEMBARKED AND 88 PREVIOUSLY LANDED 
REFUGEES AT CAMP ON ISLAND, EMBARKED. BOAT DEPARTED FOR 
AUSTRALIA. OF THE 88 WHO HAD BEEN AT MALAYSIAN CAMP, 

SOME HAD ALREADY BEEN ACCEPTED BY AUSTRALIA AND A FEW 
OTHERS REJECTED. 


3. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HERE HAS HEARD THAT INDONESIANS 
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HAVE ALREADY REFUELED AND REPROVISIONED SHIP. AND ISS 
REP HAS HEARD THAT SHIP WILL DEPART THIS EVENING FOR 
AUSTRALIA (MARCH 15). 

4. WE WILL REPORT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AS AVAILABLE. 
MASTERS 
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